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Paul is one of the UK’s leading economists and economics commentators. Having worked 

in economic research, in consultancy and in government he became director of the Institute 

for Fiscal Studies in 2011, serving for nearly 15 years. In that role he helped cement the 

IFS’s place as the UK’s go-to organisation for high quality independent analysis in 

economics and public policy.

Having moved to be Provost of The Queen's College Oxford in summer 2025 Paul 

continues to work, write and speak on economics and public policy. He is a columnist for 

The Times, a regular contributor to other broadcast and print media and author of the 

bestselling book Follow the Money: How Much Does Britain Cost?

Paul’s expertise spans the UK economy and public finances, tax, pensions, education, 

health, climate change, and other areas of economics and policy. He has presented 

numerous programmes for BBC Radio 4, has hosted the popular podcasts The IFS zooms 

in and The Expert Factor, and is a regular guest on news and current affairs programmes 

including Any Questions and Question Time. As a former director of public spending and 

HM Treasury, chief economist at the Department for Education and deputy head of the 

Government Economic Service he brings practical experience of government and politics to 

his analysis of economic policy.

Paul was, for a decade, a member of the Climate Change Committee. He has served on the 

council of the Royal Economic Society and of the Economic and Social Research Council, 

as well as on numerous commissions for government and others, covering issues such as 

auto enrolment, inflation, devolution, tax, inequality, health, education and crime.

Paul has received numerous awards and honours, including a CBE for contributions to 

economics and the social sciences, visiting professorships at University College London 

and the University of York, and honorary doctorates from UCL, York, Sussex and Exeter. He 

is also an honorary fellow of the Faculty and Institute of Actuaries and of the Chartered 

Institute of Taxation.
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“It was a pleasure to meet you in Manchester this week, and to hear your thoughts. Many 

thanks for an excellent job in chairing a very well received panel session, plus the opening 

address for our Leadership Forum. The session set a super basis for the whole event and 

thoughts to take into the rest of the agenda.”

Civica

“Paul really managed to bring economics to life for our audience. He was interesting, 

engaging, very easy to work with and conveyed the subject matter’s importance without 

making it appear in any way dull or dry. A great speaker.”

Creative England

“I wanted to pass on thanks from us all for delivering such incisive thinking, some excellent 

charts and conclusions for our clients. Your session was exactly what we hoped it would be, 

setting us up well for the day ahead.”

Liontrust 

“First class - real clarity.”

Eversheds

“The cleverest, most effective communicator of economics in this country.”

Rory Stewart, former MP and co-host of The Rest is Politics
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“Your insights and predictions for the economy for the coming year were very interesting to 

attendees and has sparked further thinking on how we must adapt. Thank you very much 

for attending and for making the Conference a success.”

AOA

“Thank you very much indeed for speaking at our away day. We all really appreciated the 

time you took, and everyone really valued the insight you provided. The feedback was

very positive.”

TESCO

“Paul has been a regular keynote speaker at our client conferences and we continue to 

receive great feedback about Paul’s sessions year after year. He has kept his sessions fresh 

and topical for each of the events that he has spoken at.”

Willis Towers Watson

“Paul listens carefully to briefings and always delivers his presentation material on time - a 

pleasure to work with.”

Willis Towers Watson 

“I just wanted to say thanks to Paul Johnson for presenting at our Scottish Widows webinar. 

I know we had asked quite a lot of him in terms of topics to cover, but he came across 

really well and we had excellent feedback from guests.”

Scottish Widows

“It went really well yesterday, thank you, the attendees were very engaged and enlightened 

by Paul’s insights - he was a really great speaker, thank you so much.”

IGD
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